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The WDA General meeting will be at the 

FIELD @ 7pm MONDAY evening July 11th.  

Check the website for any changes. 

wdarc.org 

July is just about upon us, and I just have a couple of things to chat about.  First, its really dry out there, so 
please be wary of fire risk at the field.  Having a means of your own to take care of fire, awareness of extin-
guishers at the field, as well as the use of hand tools are critical.  In the event of a fire, have a plan for be-
ing able to provide the site address to a responder.  The addresses have been posted on signs added to 
the control line and RC flight areas.   
 
Also, since it is quite hot out these days, please take care to watch out for your own health as well as oth-
ers and protect against the impacts of heat stroke and heat exhaustion.  No matter what, hydration and 
keeping your body cool are critical.  Additionally, watch out for the health of others; sometimes we are not 
fully aware of how the heat is affecting us, so it helps if we are all watching out. 
 
Looking forward to the WWI event in August as well as Wings of Victory on Labor Day Weekend.  Get 
those early birds, golden age and warbirds ready!   
   
See you at the field! 
 
Jeff Lovitt 

 

Prez Sez    Jeff Lovitt 

Board Meeting Minutes  Mike O’Kane 

Warbirds Over Roseville Rich Geertson 

Modelers Corner   Rich Geertson 

Event Flyers  
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Board Members Meeting 
June 8, 2022 

ZOOM meeting 
 
Board Members present: Jeff Lovitt, Forrest Barton, John Eaton, Doug Barton, Keith Young, Mike O’Kane 
and Danny Winter 
Meeting was conducted via ZOOM on June 8 at 7pm 
Meeting called to order at 7:09pm 
Discussion  
2022 Membership is at 87 
Dave Bingle has been helping mow consistently in the absence of Art and Bill.   
Thursday 6/23: Member turn out to assist with weekly mowing was at an all-time high, 8 members showed 
up to assist with mowing.  up to assist with mowing.  With this large turn out the runway was cleared of 
weeds from West of the Pit fence to 30’ East of the runway.  North/South ends of the runway were cleared 
at least 40’ from both ends.  Gopher management is active trying to keep the areas adjacent to the runway 
clear of berms and sink holes. It was an excellent turn out, thanks everyone. 
Irrigation was discussed with the plan to try and use some of the beaver dam water presently stored above 
the pickup point for the water system.  The plan is to slip a pipe with a valve into the lei side of the dam at 
ground level, do a control released into the irrigation pickup and pump water onto the not so green u-
control circles and runway. 
Motion was made to authorize $100.00 for parts to install the pipe/valve. Motion received second and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Tileston Home Pool will need considerable repairs to make it a usable pool.  Central heating/air-
conditioning in good shape, home is being occupied full time.  Consideration given too selling the house as 
is due to cost of renovating to make it rentable. 
Forrest did a walk through to determine the minimal improvements that need to be made in order to obtain 
the best “as is” offer. 
Forrest provided his findings.  
1. Replace and tape water damaged sheet rock in the garage.  
2. Bedroom water damage at window, inspect, structural repair as required, replace the sheet rock affected 
by the leak, tape and texture. 
3. Complete interior paint. 
4. Rent dumpster to haul trash away. 
5. Front door striker support is not connected at the bottom. 
6. Clean up front yards shrubs and trees.. 
7. Clean exterior of the house (pressure wash) 
8. Some exterior repairs previously made have never been painted 
9. Floors, replace carpet in spare bed room. 
10. Rest of the house flooring.  
11. Clean plant and repair front entry court area, bricks loose on privacy wall, area over grown. 
Item open. 
 
Annual operating budget. Income and annual expenses are being evaluated for upcoming discussion.  I 
Motion For developing new annual membership dues equitable to all members based on the annual oper-
ating cost of the field. 2

nd
 John.  Item discussed and tabled until the next meeting. Open item. 

 
Woodland Watts donating small farm type tractor to the club 
 
Next Board Meeting via ZOOM is set for 7:00pm Thursday July 7

th  

 
General membership meeting at the Field on Monday evening July 11

th
 @ 6:30pm. 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 8:32p
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WARBIRDS OVER ROSEVILLE 

June 9th and 10th I had the distinct privilege of participating in the AMOS Warbirds Over Roseville event.  

I want to stress that participating was indeed a PRIVILEGE!  In all my years of RC modeling, I have never 

attended a more professionally run, first-class fly-in.  As a two-fer, this was my first time flying at the 

AMOS flying site, which is spectacular.  Don’t read into this that I am talking down our flying site… but I 

AM complimenting AMOS’ exemplary flying site!  The 600 foot AMOS Geotek runway is flanked by 3 sepa-

rate pilot stations, north, south, and center for positioning pilots and aircraft in the appropriate locations 

based on wind direction.  

It is my understanding Dave Long has been instrumen-

tal in implementing many of the recent AMOS site im-

provements, and Dave was the man behind the plan-

ning of Warbirds Over Roseville. CD duties were han-

dled by Kevin Gambetti. 

Anticipating high temperatures, Dave and his crew had 

evaporative coolers throughout the pits and dining are-

as.  Ice cold bottled water was plentiful.  For a $45 en-

try fee, pilots enjoyed 2-days of coffee and donuts, ca-

tered lunches, and happy hours that included wine and 

beer, plus a commemorative T-shirt.  A fantastic sound 

system kept us entertained while lounging under ample 

shade structures in the massive and immaculate pits. 

Three professional photographers were on hand 

taking incredible pictures of pilots and aircraft.  In-

cluded in the entry fee, we received a couple of 

fantastic photos suitable for framing.  

There were 28 registered pilots and at least TWICE 

that many aircraft, although the field and pits 

could have easily handled double the number or 

participants. On Saturday morning a local TV sta-

tion was on site filming the action. The weather 

was in fact as warm as anticipated and winds were 

never severe enough to stop the flying. The at-

mosphere was welcoming and low-key. 

Kevin Gambetti    Me         Dave Long 
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One of Dave’s passions is the non-profit group HEALING HEROES. Proceeds from the event were donated 

to this great organization. We were also encouraged to donate in an attempt to raise the $10,000 required 

the graduation of a veteran or first-responder with PTSD, through the program.  If I’m not mistaken, we 

DID reach that goal! 

If you wish to see photos of the event, you will find them at the AMOS web site or you can try these links: 

   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14mSiiCMcPOfifw__YoFsMjmyO5dNupk3 

https://www.suzetteallen.com/SESSION-PREVIEWS/COMMERCIAL/RC-JETS-AND-PROPS/2022-WARBIRDS 

 

I have included only a tiny fraction of the available photos in this article for your enjoyment. This event 

was the HIGHLIGHT of my RC flying this year and I am already looking forward to next year’s!   
Rich Geertson 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14mSiiCMcPOfifw__YoFsMjmyO5dNupk3
https://www.suzetteallen.com/SESSION-PREVIEWS/COMMERCIAL/RC-JETS-AND-PROPS/2022-WARBIRDS
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At last the Great Planes DR1 has been flown and 
deemed FLIGHT WORTHY. The model isn’t too difficult 
to fly. Take-offs are a piece of cake as long as the plane 
is headed straight into the breeze. Landings?  Well, they 
aren’t terribly difficult either… it’s the ROLL-OUT that 
tends to jump up and BITE. With only a tail skid and nar-
row main gear so close to the front of the aircraft, it ex-
hibits a mind of its own!  Still trying to get the new Saito 
FG-17 running properly at all speeds and attitudes. It 
provides plenty of power and the sound is pleasant. I will 

say that the recommended oil mix of 15~20:1 does create quite a mess… still better than glow, but not a great deal. 
Now all I need is an appropriate PILOT bust, since a triplane flying with no one at the controls does not install confi-
dence in the air or on the ground :-) 
 
Back to the Wildcat… the F4F’s non retractable tailwheel 
usually is shown with a fairing, and the shape doesn’t 
seem to be consistent from plane to plane… almost as if 
each one was made by hand. To create a fairing, I elected 
to use printers plate, which is simply very thin sheet metal. 
To do this, I first made a mock-up using regular paper just 
to establish an approximate shape. Taping the pattern to 
the printers plate, I cut it out with tin snips. After some ad-
ditional trimming I glued the two open ends together, using 
a thin piece of hardwood as a sort of “keel” for stiffness. 
The fairing must remain removable, so attaching it required 
a couple of holes drilled and tapped into the Robart tail-
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wheel unit. It also must travel up and down with the oleo action of the tailwheel shock absorber, so like the full scale, 
an opening large enough for the entire fairing to enter the fuselage was also necessary. Speaking of the Robart tail-
wheel unit, oddly the pull/pull steering arm was located outside the fuselage. NOT SCALE. Correcting this was an 
immense amount of work… more than I will explain here. Suffice it say that between the retractable mains and the 
tailwheel unit, Robart’s attempt at offering “scale” Wildcat gear deserves both praise and A LOT MORE attention to 
detail! Regardless, I am thankful that specialty items like this are even available to us! 
Next on the agenda was the lower landing gear doors… yet another construction task that proved FAR more chal-
lenging than first anticipated. It wasn’t so much the shaping of the gear doors and associated supports, but the man-
ner in which the gear doors function on the full scale bird. I spent many hours contemplating this and looking at video 
of gear door operation. The lower doors are permanently affixed to the lower A arms and travel up and down with 

them; they do not work inde-
pendently. When tackling an 
“engineering” job like this, I came 
to realize just how brilliant Grum-
man designers were, considering 
they were working with drafting 
tables and slide-rules!  I finally 
resorted to making a crude mock-
up of the inner portion of the low-
er doors, pinning it in various lo-
cations closer in and further out 
from the pivot point. NO MATTER 
WHAT position, it simply would 
NOT duplicate the action of the 
full scale. On the full scale Wild-
cat, the small inner “lip” of the 
gear doors pivots around the cen-
ter keel such that, up or down, the 
inner gear lip is always in contact 
with the keel. I finally concluded 
that the Robart gear MUST use a 
slightly different geometry OR 
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their mounting points are too far from each other, OR some combination thereof as NOTHING I did would result in 
the inner gear door lip rotating evenly around the keel, remaining in contact with it, gear up or down. My “solution” 
was to construct the gear doors so that the inner lip would be in contact with the keel, gear down, where it can be 
seen (on the ground), and then just let it end up where it will when the gear are UP (and the plane is too :)   

By the way, the wheel covers were also made from printers plate. It seemed a shame to cover up those cool 6-spoke 
Robart wheels, but those weren’t the standard until the General Motors FM-2 Wildcats were rolling off the assembly 
line. The pre-war Grumman F4F-3 version I am duplicating had wheel covers.  
Progress is slow, but steady, and OH SO MUCH FUN!  
Until next month…  have a SAFE and HAPPY Fourth of JULY!   Rich Geertson 
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Aug 6th    WWI R/C Dawn Patrol and 

      Golden Age Fly-In 

  

Aug 27-28    Goyet Control Line Stunt  

      Classic 

  

Sept 2-4    Wings of Victory 

Sept 24-25   Meet n' meat Control Line 

      Competition 

Sept 24-25   Pattern Contest 

Sept 30-2 Oct   Float Fly 

Ben Ponzo readies his newest jet for flight.. Chris Dellinger assists. Power is a JetCat 120. Ben reports it flies good. 
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Flight instructors: 

 John Eaton     (530) 681-5316                             
johneaton@sbcglobal.net 

 Carlos Reyes    (650) 243-8894            
carsii@hotmail.com 

 
Jet Turbine Instructors 

 OPEN 
 

Multi-rotor Drones 
 Keith Young  (530) 848-3666 

 
Helicopter Instructor (Only): 
 

 OPEN 
 

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers 
c/o Richard geertson  
800 collier dr. 
dixon, CA 95620 

WDA website  
www.wdarc.org         

Membership 
   John Eaton (530) 681-5316               goldeneramodel.com  
 
Safety Officer 
   Jonathan Stemen (916) 666-2868           Jon@radialaviation.com 
 
Field Maintenance 
   Art Williams  
 
Points 
   Stein Buer (916) 850-9457      steinbuer@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter  Editor 
   Richard Geertson  (707) 693-9537           geertson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Web 
   Kerry Roberson   (661) 978-1992          flybaby1569@gmail.com  
 
Club Advocacy 
    Lou Fox   (530) 753-9331         loujfox@yahoo.com 
 
SNACK SHACK 
    Ben Ponzo (916) 947-7468             bbponz@sbcglobal.net 

Woodland Davis Aeromodelers 
42875 County Rd.  29 

Davis, CA 

 

President Jeff Lovitt  

(530) 304-4780) jlovitt@sbcglobal.net 
 

Vice President Forrest Barton   

(530) 662-6324 cbarton328@aol.com 
 

Treasurer John Eaton  

(530) 681-5316 johneaton@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary Mike O'Kane              

(530) 796-4377   micharlokane@gmail.com 

 

Board members:     

Doug Barton (530) 662-6469 

  controlinedoug@aol.com 

 

Chris Dellinger  (707) 446-9647 

  cdellin@sbcglobal.net 

 

Keith Young  (530) 848-3666 

  k_young52@yahoo.com 

 

Danny Winters (916) 342-0679 

  win51@comcast.net  

 

Bill McGaughey  (530)908-1356  

 w_mcgaughey@yahoo.com 
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