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November is here, and that 
means it’s time to start thinking 

about getting your AMA renewed and your club member-
ship renewals started.  It's also time to think about nomi-
nations for club officers and elections which will occur in 
December.  I have decided not to run again as Presi-
dent.  I feel that my limited time is better spent focused 
on running events, and supporting/leading field mainte-
nance and improvement projects.  I would encourage all 
of you to consider your role in the club and look at what 
you can do to help.  The club has succeeded for 40 plus 
years because so many have given some of their time to 
make the vision a reality.  If you are unsure what you can 
do to help, please contact me.   
 
Best in the West Jet Rally-- I had the opportunity to at-
tend the Best in the West Jet Event at Buttonwillow which 
is locate about 4 hours south near Bakersfield along I-
5.  This is a world class jet event, that takes place in the 
middle of nowhere on a full size runway.  People come 
from all over the country and world to participate and the 
models are quite spectacular.  There were over 100 pilots 
this year which was down a bit from past years, but that 
made for lots of flying.  I was able to do two days of flying 
this year, but I racked up 18 flights on my Cougar and 
had a great time.  Jack Diaz had his Cougar as well, and 
we teamed up for some formation flying during the 
event.  We were trying to keep up with some very good 
formation pilots and we ended up with a little recognition 
for our efforts when we got the Best Formation Flight 
award at the banquet.   
 
Work Party-- A big thank you for the work party that took 
place on Sunday October 14 to get the pylon runway 
down, and to install safety fencing in front of the pilot sta-
tions.  Big thanks also to John Eaton and Kerry Roberson 
for coming out in advance of the work party to get the 
trenching down for the pylon runway and the upcoming 
irrigation work that will improve the grass runway and sta-
bilize the soils around the pylon mat.  As per usual, we 
really did not have the resources needed to get all of the 
work done that we wanted, and the familiar faces that 

were out there have been doing much of the work at the 
field of late.  I don't want to belabor this, but in order to 
maintain and improve the facility that we have put in 
place, we really need more hands to help lighten the 
work.  There is much that needs to be done and more 
help is needed to get to it all.  Please see me or field 
chair Doug Vice if you want to know how to get more 
involved.   
 
That's all for this time.  Get that new project on the 
building table, or drag out the old one that didn't get 
done last year!  Looking forward to seeing your project 
at the next meeting. 
 
Happy Landings. 
 
Jeff 

 Prez Sez   Jeff Lovitt 

 Meetings Minutes Mike Frint 

 Modeler’s Corner R. Geertson 

 Golden Age and Old School Fly In 

 National Aviation Month, Vacaville Library 

 In Door Fun Fly  F. Barton 

 34 years ago… WDA Newsletter 
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Right:  Jeff Lovitt and Jack Diaz  
received the Best Formation Flight 

award at Best of the West 
 
 

Below: Jet Flying action at Best of 
the West 

October 14th work party applied 
all new (enlarged) Petromat Pylon 

starting area 
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October 9, 2017 General Meeting Minutes 
Board Members/Officers present:  Jeff Lovitt, Rich 
Geertson , John Eaton, Mike Frint, Forrest Barton, Doug 
Vice, Mike O'Kane, Kerry Roberson. Absent: Chris 
Dellinger. 
Meeting called to order at 1907 hours. There were 19 
members present. No guests or new members. 
A motion was made to approve last month's minutes, se-
conded and passed. 
Officer reports:  
 
President: Jeff brought up that nominations are open for 
the four club officers and one board member. Jeff stated 
that he is unsure if he can continue as President as his 
work in the bay area makes things difficult.  A work par-
ty is to be held October 15 to put down the pylon mat, 
remove the shade awnings and work on the fence at the 
pilots' stations. 
Vice President: Rich gave a quick review of the board 
meeting. 
Secretary: Mike mentioned that a guy called him asking 
for information about gliders. He had not called anyone 
else. It was recommended to refer this gentleman to the 
SVSS club. 
Treasurer: John gave a quick report. 
Chair reports:  
Membership: Some dues money has come in. 
Safety: John Lett was absent.  
Field Chair: The work party was mentioned again. Bill 
F. reported that he had taken down part of the shade awn-
ings because one of the pipes has broken. 
Newsletter: Nothing to report 
Points: The Welch's were absent.  
Website: It's up to date and the points list is current. 
 
Old Business: Jeff brought up the Vacaville Library 
presentation that is schedueld for Tuesday, November 7. 
It starts at 1830 hours. If you can help out, please do so. 
Jeff also asked if anything was happening for the UC Da-
vis Airport Open House. Nothing was planned for that 
event. 
New Business: No new business came up. 
Upcoming Events: The Golden Age and Old School 
events were scheduled for October. There will be no in-
door flying for October. 
 
Event reports:  
Golden Age event: Rich reported that the winds were 
howling so bad that even taking airplane parts out the car 
was hazardous. There were only 5 people attending that 
day so the event was rescheduled. 
Meet and Meat and Goyet control line events: Doug 
Barton reported that Meet and Meat had a good turnout. 
The event was a net loss but the club did receive a good 
donation from one of the members. The Goyet event was 
a good event and the club broke even monetarily on that 
one. It was the 19th year of Meet and Meat and the 20th 

for the Goyet event. The winner of the Fox .15 engine 
hurling event threw the engine approximately 150 feet. 
S.A.M. event: Doug reported that a antique Half-A Tex-
aco duration event was held on a Friday. This is a world-
wide inter-club event and scores are shared among the 
clubs. The next world championship event is to be hosted 
by Italy. Part of the trick is just to get an .049 engine to 
run long enough, plus you have to fly so high that you 
can barely see the plane. WDA members have won some 
of these events. Conversation went on about this chal-
lenging and fun event. 
Float Flying: Forrest reported that Saturday was a good 
day. John took a lot of photos that may eventually appear 
on the club website. A 80 inch model of an Albatross was 
flown and Forrest was able to test fly his new Macchi. 
Other: Jeff said he went to a World War One event in 
Ukiah. He also stated that he went to the AMOS Jet event 
where Monty Welch flew his Vulcan Bomber and that it 
was quite popular. He also stated that we need to pick a 
date for the WDA Jet event. A discussion of various peo-
ple's first airplanes took place at the end. 
Toilet Seat Award: Not brought up. 
Show and Tell:  None 
 
Meeting adjourned about 2010 hours. 

 
 

October 9, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 
Board Members/Officers present:  Jeff Lovitt, Rich 
Geertson , John Eaton, Mike Frint, Forrest Barton, Doug 
Vice, Mike O'Kane, Kerry Roberson. Absent: Chris 
Dellinger. 
Meeting called to order at the Woodland Library. 14 per-
sons present. 
New Business: 
The meeting started with a note that H and R Block has a 
program that will donate twenty dollars to the club for 
each new client. If you utilize H and R Block's services 
be sure to mention this to them. Forrest brought up that 
he has a trainer model that the club doesn't need that 
could be sold at the Bayside R/C Auction on October 28. 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to sell this 
model. Forrest also has a Antic Bipe model that he sug-
gested having a member's only silent auction. A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to have this model auc-
tioned off to one of the club's members. 
Old Business: 
A work party is to be held Sunday Oct 15 to put down the 
new mat in the pylon launch area and the fence at the pi-
lot stations. We also want to take down the rest of the 
shade awnings. 
Discussion ensued about buying mowing equipment. The 
board is considering spending about five thousand to get 
new or upgraded equipment. The merits of tow-behind 
equipment versus dedicated mowers and warrranty issues 
were discussed. Another issue is because of the terrain 
we need rough cut versus finish cut mowers. We also 
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need to be using heavy-duty kevlar drive belts. The four wheel vehicle is too fast to tow with so one idea is to use 
golf carts. Kerry will try to borrow one so that we can test this idea. Consensus is that the club should probably just 
have pull mowers and one regular mower and sell the rest of the old equipment. 
John Eaton gave a short treasurer's report including income from the swap meet and dues. 
 
Nominations: Board officer positions will expire as follows: Forrest Barton-end of 2017,  Chris Dellinger-end of 
2018, Mike O'Kane and Kerry Roberson-end of 2019, Doug Vice-end of 2020. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1855 hours. 
 

Message from VP - I am not seeking re-election for 2018 and am nominating Doug Vice for the VP position.  
As I discussed with Doug, he is more involved in the day-to-day goings-on at the field than I ever was.  I believe 

Doug would make a good VP.   
I will continue doing the WDA newsletter and help out the club in any other ways that I can. 

 
Richard Geertson 

With every intention of having Dick’s Dream flying in time 

for my Old School RC Jamboree, I forged ahead with its 

(mostly) dope finish.  After 3 coats of sanding sealer and 

2 coats of fuel proof dope  -  sanding with 320 in be-

tween  -  many surface imperfections were still visible, 

including brush strokes.  Regardless, I commenced with 

brushing on a coat of white dope. The results were not satisfactory, with brush strokes and irregular coverage very 

obvious.  Setting the fuselage aside, I proceeded to cover the wing with white Coverite ‘Microlite’ film.  Although this 

plastic film is fairly fragile, it was easy to tack down even with low heat (as is required for foam) and its shrinking 

qualities are excellent.  I am happy with the results.  It seems like an ideal covering where light weight is a must.  If I 

had gone gang-busters I could have had the plane ready, but the dope finish had me a bit flummoxed, as the ONLY 

solution to the sub-par painted finish is to air-brush the dope… I simply didn’t have a burning desire to spray a sol-

vent-based dope, and all the asso-

ciated hassles, so… it didn’t quite 

make the cut.  By the way, I was 

SHOCKED at the price of fuel 

proof dope!  I don’t blame RC 

Country, but rather a lack of de-

mand combined with inflation and 

environmental regulations. 8 

ounce cans of Sanding Sealer or 

Dope, $14!  4 ounces of Thinner, 

$8!  I remember buying this stuff 

as a kid for pennies… 

Typical single channel pulse proportional 
radio install 
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Applying a dope finish is a “trip” down memory lane (to a good place), but plenty 

of ventilation is a MUST!! 

Dick’s Dream instructions state “the RC gear should not weigh more than 3 ounc-

es.”  Mine weighs 4 ounces, which I attribute to the heavy (cheap) Mattel actuator 

and receiver.  No doubt an original ACE pulse proportional set up would have 

been lighter.   

Oh well, I know 

it will fly with 

this gear, even 

with a Pee-

Wee .020.   

 

Mine has a ‘hot rod’ TD .020 ! But at this size, ounc-

es really DO matter.   

 

 

Below is every part and piece of this little single 

channel plane (except wheels)  

Other than applying a satisfactory dope finish and some simple markings, the plane is finished and I look forward to 

the methanol and caster fueled howl of that tiny Cox engine!      BACK to working on the 33% Xtreme Decathlon...  

R. Geertson 
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Golden Age Fly In and Old School RC Jamboree 
 

Due to extremely high winds October 1st and again on the 14th, this year’s Golden Age and Old School RC events 
were postponed then combined on October 28th.  As they say, “the third time’s the charm,” as we simply could not 
have asked for better flying weather.  We had a good turn-out of pilots and aircraft, many of which qualified for both 
events. A total of 12 registered pilots and 20 aircraft flew almost continuously from 9am until about 2pm. Special 
THANKS goes out to Ben Ponzo who manned the grill, providing hungry pilots with great burgers, hot dogs, chips 
and drinks.  Instead of awards this year, the $10 landing fee included lunch.  I intend to return to the August time 
frame for next year’s events. Yes, it is dependably HOT, but also dependably calm. There are lots more pictures on 
our Facebook page. 
 
Participants: 
 Richard Geertson 
 Ed Morgan 
 Robert Stanley 
 Keith Fick 
 Money Welch 
 John Sorenson 
 Roy Holmes 
 John Casey 
 Jack Albrecht 
 John Hoppe 
 Sheldon Berkowitz 
 Ken Martin 
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Directions to the Vacaville Town Square Library, for the November event on the 7th. 
  

The easiest freeway exit to take, coming from Sacramento on I-80, is the Davis Exit in Vacaville. 
  

When you exit, you’ll make a left at the first stop light you encounter, which will be Davis Street. 
Continue going straight on Davis Street, which will run right into Main Street. (You’ll go beyond the “Welcome 

to Vacaville” downtown sign, and run into Main St.) 
Make a left on Main Street, and then make a right on Dobbins Street. 

Lastly, make a right at the first stop sign you encounter after turning onto Dobbins St., and you’ll see the  
library building in front of you. 

  
We share the parking lot with Los Reyes Mexican Restaurant and the McBride Senior Center. 

If you see either one of these two places, you’re in the correct area and in the correct parking lot. 



 9 



This year we are trying a new concept for a club airplane.  We are going to have a club auction.  This 

will be similar to an online auction.  If you are interested in bidding you just need to send me an email to 

CBarton328@aol.com.  I will then add you to a group email and every time the bid goes up I will let the 

group know.  Otherwise the plane will be at the Dec. club meeting and you can inspect and bid there.  At 

show and tell I will close the bidding and the highest bidder wins.  Right now we have an opening bid of 

$200 from the last meeting.  So now a bit about the airplane.  This is a Proctor Antic Bipe with a Saito 

91 4 stroke.  The plane is covered in super coverite fabric and painted.  This plane  is about 30 years old  

and is showing some age.  At the time  it was new the plane was a 10.  Right now I would call it a 7 or 8 

and with some TLC could be a 9 again.  There are some signs of its age in the paint .  One elevator has 

the tip bow cracked and needs to have some thin CA wicked into it.  The plane has been in storage for 10 

years and will need a once over but after that and the fix to the elevator you could be in the air.  If you 

have questions please let me know.  Otherwise send me an email with a bid and let gets this started.    

WDA Club Auction Airplane 

Broken 

Elevator 
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 Top Flight Prop Balancer        $10 

 Dremel Mini Saw Attachment       $10 

 DuBro 1/5 scale Cub Wheels       $15 

 4Ks Models Baby Bombshell (.020, .049, electric) 36” span  $30 

On the following pages, take a trip down memory 
lane.  Pulled from the WDA newsletter archives 

from 34 years ago… November 1983….. 
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Flight instructors: 

 John Eaton     (530) 681-5316                             
johneaton@sbcglobal.net 

 Carlos Reyes    (650) 243-8894            
carsii@hotmail.com 

 
Jet Turbine Instructors 

 OPEN 
 
 
Helicopter Instructor (Only): 
 

 OPEN 
 

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers 
c/o Richard geertson  
800 collier dr. 
dixon, CA 95620 

WDA website  
www.wdarc.org         

Membership 

   John Eaton (530) 681-5316               goldeneramodel.com 

Safety Officer 

   Carlos Reyes (650) 243-8894                  carsii@hotmail.com  

Field Maintenance 

   Doug Vice  (916) 949-8323        dgvice@outlook.com 

Points 

   Linda Welch   (707) 451-1842             loon12@aol.com  

Newsletter  Editor 

   Richard Geertson  (707) 693-9537           geertson@sbcglobal.net 

Web 

   Kerry Roberson   (707) 447-2701          kroberson@jccomp.com  

Club Advocacy 

    Lou Fox   (530) 753-9331       loujfox@yahoo.com 

SNACK SHACK 

    Ben Ponzo  (916) 947-7468        bennet_508@hotmail.com 

Woodland Davis Aeromodelers 
42875 County Rd.  29 

Davis, CA 

 

President:  Jeff Lovitt        (916) 889-3300 

jlovitt@sbcglobal.net 

VP:  Rich Geertson           (707) 693-9537 

geertson@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Mike Frint (916) 895-8056  

kaosfan@comcast.net    

Treasurer:  John Eaton     (530) 681-5316                             

johneaton@sbcglobal.net 

 

Board members: 

Forrest Barton                     (530) 662-6324  

           cbarton328@aol.com  

Doug Vice                    (916) 949-8323 

                           dgvice@outlook.com 

Chris Dellinger                            (707) 446-9647  

          cdellin@sbcglobal.net  

Mike O’Kane  

 

Kerry Roberson                          (707) 447-2701  

       kroberson@jccomp.com  

http://us.mc830.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lanette1941@att.net
mailto:carsii@hotmail.com
http://goldeneramodel.com/
mailto:carsii@hotmail.com
mailto:kroberson@jccomp.com
mailto:jlovitt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kaosfan@comcast.net
http://us.mc830.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lanette1941@att.net

